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DRAFTED BY S/P:DAKORN/MPH 
APPROVED BY NEA:ALATHERTON 

129147 120044Z/73 

OR 112225Z PEB 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DOHA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SANA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION USNATO IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY BONN 

SECRET STATE 037084 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EG, IS, US 
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SUBJECT: BRIEFING ON SADAT’S VISIT TO U.S. 

REF: STATE 031717 

1 . FOLLOWING IS GUIDANCE ADDITIONAL TO THAT PROVIDED 
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REFTEL WHICH POSTS MAY IN THEIR DISCRETION USE IN BRIEFING 
HOST GOVERNMENTS ON SADAT'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON. 

2. SUGGEST YOU FIRST OF ALL GIVE HOST GOVERNMENT COPY OF 
THE WHITE HOUSE STATEMENT ISSUED FOLLOWING THE PRESIDENT'S 
FINAL MEETING WITH SADAT FEBRUARY 8 (STATE 033960). THE 
STATEMENT SETS OUT OUR BASIC POSITIONS ON ALL MAJOR AS- 
PECTS OF THE MIDDLE EAST NEGOTIATIONS, I.E. THE NEED FOR 
NORMAL PEACEFUL RELATIONS, A COMPREHENSIVE PEACE, ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL AND THE APPLICABILITY OF RESOLUTION 242 TO ALL 
FRONTS, RESOLUTION OF THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM IN ALL ITS 
ASPECTS (THE STATEMENT REITERATES THE LANGUAGE THE PRESI- 
DENT USED ON THIS POINT IN HIS REMARKS AT ASWAN ON 
JANUARY 4) AND VIEW THAT ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS ARE CONTRARY 
TO INTERNATIONAL LAW AND CONTINUATION OF SETTLEMENT ACTI- 
VITY INCONSISTENT WITH PEACE EFFORT. 

3. WE REGARD THIS STATEMENT AS AN IMPORTANT REAFFIRNATION 

OF OUR VIEWS AND BELIEVE IT SHOULD BE HELPFUL. IT PROVIDES 
BROAD GUIDELINES FOR OUR CONTINUING DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS. 

4. OTHER POINTS ARE: 

-SADAT ARRIVED IN WASHINGTON DISCOURAGED THAT ISRAEL HAD 
NOT BEEN MORE RESPONSIVE TO HIS JERUSALEM INITIATIVE. HE 
WAS PARTICULARLY FRUSTRATED BY THE ISRAELI POSITION ON 
SECRET 
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RETENTION OF SETTLEMENTS IN SINAI AND BY ISRAEL'S UNWILL- 
INGNESS THUS FAR TO AGREE TO MORE FORTHCOMING LANGUAGE ON 
THE PALESTINIAN ISSUE IN THE PROPOSED DECLARATION OF 
PRINCIPLES. 

-AS A RESULT OF HIS TALKS WITH PRESIDENT CARTER AND OTHER 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS, SADAT HAS LEFT WITH RENEWED 
DETERMINATION TO CONTINUE THE PEACE PROCESS AND WITH RE- 
ASSURANCE THAT WE UNDERSTAND HIS CONCERNS AND ARE DETER- 
MINED TO REMAIN FULLY AND ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN THE NEGOTIA- 
TING EFFORT. ON TAKING LEAVE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER, 

SADAT STATED THAT HE IS RETURNING TO EGYPT DETERMINED TO 
PERSEVERE IN THE PEACE EFFORT. 

-FOREIGN MINISTER DAYAN WILL BE COMING TO WASHINGTON FOR 
TALKS ON FEBRUARY 16 AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON 
WILL BE DEPARTING FOR THE MIDDLE EAST SOON THEREAFTER TO 
PURSUE WORK ALREADY UNDERWAY ON THE DECLARATION OF 
PRINCIPLES. 

-SADAT HAS SAID THAT THE MILITARY COMMITTEE CAN REMAIN IN 
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SESSION BUT HAS INDICATED THAT HE PREFERS TO POSTPONE A 
DECISION ON RECONVENING OF THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE UNTIL 
AFTER A DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES IS ACHIEVED. 

5. TWO POINTS WE WANT TO EMPHASIZE ARE: (1) THE NEED 
TO PERSEVERE IN THE PEACE EFFORT AND NOT BE DISCOURAGED 
BY DELAYS OR REVERSES, WHICH ARE BOUND TO OCCUR BUT WHICH 
WE BELIEVE CAN ONLY BE TEMPORARY; (2) THAT THE UNITED 
STATES IS COMMITTED TO HELP THE PARTIES ACHIEVE A SETTLE- 
MENT AND PRESIDENT CARTER HAS PLEDGED TO SPARE NO EFFORT 
IN SEEKING WAYS TO MOVE THE PEACE PROCESS FORWARD. 

PARTIES CAN COUNT ON OUR ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT, AND WE PLAN 
TO REDOUBLE OUR EFFORTS IN THE PERIOD AHEAD. WE THINK 
THAT AS RESULT OF HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON SADAT UNDERSTAND 
BOTH THESE POINTS BUT BELIEVE IT IMPORTANT TO GET THIS 
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ACROSS TO OTHER CONCERNED GOVERNMENTS. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 037084 ACTION ABU DHABI ALGIERS BEIRUT 
DAMASCUS DOHA KUWAIT MANAMA MUSCAT SANA TUNIS TRIPOLI USNATO 
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QUOTE SECRET STATE 037084 
E.O. 11652: CDS 
TAGS: EG, IS, US 

SUBJECT: BRIEFING ON SADAT'S VISIT TO U.S. 

REF: STATE 031717 

1 . FOLLOWING IS GUIDANCE ADDITIONAL TO THAT PROVIDED 
REFTEL WHICH POSTS MAY IN THEIR DISCRETION USE IN BRIEFING 
HOST GOVERNMENTS ON SADAT'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON. 

2. SUGGEST YOU FIRST OF ALL GIVE HOST GOVERNMENT COPY OF 
THE WHITE HOUSE STATEMENT ISSUED FOLLOWING THE PRESIDENT'S 
FINAL MEETING WITH SADAT FEBRUARY 8 (STATE 033960). THE 
STATEMENT SETS OUT OUR BASIC POSITIONS ON ALL MAJOR AS- 
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PECTS OF THE MIDDLE EAST NEGOTIATIONS, I.E. THE NEED FOR 
NORMAL PEACEFUL RELATIONS, A COMPREHENSIVE PEACE, ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL AND THE APPLICABILITY OF RESOLUTION 242 TO ALT. 
FRONTS. RESOLUTION OF THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM IN ALL ITS 
ASPECTS (THE STATEMENT REITERATES THE LANGUAGE THE PRESI- 
DENT USED ON THIS POINT IN HIS REMARKS AT ASWAN ON 
JANUARY 4) AND VIEW THAT ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS ARE CONTRARY 
TO INTERNATIONAL LAW AND CONTINUATION OF SETTLEMENT ACTI- 
VITY INCONSISTENT WITH PEACE EFFORT. 

3. WE REGARD THIS STATEMENT AS AN IMPORTANT REAFFIRNATION 

OF OUR VIEWS AND BELIEVE IT SHOULD BE HELPFUL. IT PROVIDES 
BROAD GUIDELINES FOR OUR CONTINUING DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS. 

4. OTHER POINTS ARE: 

-SADAT ARRIVED IN WASHINGTON DISCOURAGED THAT ISRAEL HAD 
NOT BEEN MORE RESPONSIVE TO HIS JERUSALEM INITIATIVE. HE 
WAS PARTICULARLY FRUSTRATED BY THE ISRAELI POSITION ON 
RETENTION OF SETTLEMENTS IN SINAI AND BY ISRAEL'S UNWILL- 
INGNESS THUS FAR TO AGREE TO MORE FORTHCOMING LANGUAGE ON 
THE PALESTINIAN ISSUE IN THE PROPOSED DECLARATION OF 
PRINCIPLES. 

-AS A RESULT OF HIS TALKS WITH PRESIDENT CARTER AND OTHER 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS, SADAT HAS LEFT WITH RENEWED 
DETERMINATION TO CONTINUE THE PEACE PROCESS AND WITH RE- 
ASSURANCE THAT WE UNDERSTAND HIS CONCERNS AND ARE DETER- 
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MINED TO REMAIN FULLY AND ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN THE NEGOTIA- 
TING EFFORT. ON TAKING LEAVE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER, 

SADAT STATED THAT HE IS RETURNING TO EGYPT DETERMINED TO 
PERSEVERE IN THE PEACE EFFORT. 
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-FOREIGN MINISTER DAYAN WILL BE COMING TO WASHINGTON FOR 
TALKS ON FEBRUARY 16 AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON 
WILL BE DEPARTING FOR THE MIDDLE EAST SOON THEREAFTER TO 
PURSUE WORK ALREADY UNDERWAY ON THE DECLARATION OF 
PRINCIPLES. 

-SADAT HAS SAID THAT THE MILITARY COMMITTEE CAN REMAIN IN 
SESSION BUT HAS INDICATED THAT HE PREFERS TO POSTPONE A 
DECISION ON RECONVENING OF THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE UNTIL 
AFTER A DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES IS ACHIEVED. 

5. TWO POINTS WE WANT TO EMPHASIZE ARE: (1) THE NEED 
TO PERSEVERE IN THE PEACE EFFORT AND NOT BE DISCOURAGED 
BY DELAYS OR REVERSES, WHICH ARE BOUND TO OCCUR BUT WHICH 
WE BELIEVE CAN ONLY BE TEMPORARY; (2) THAT THE UNITED 
STATES IS COMMITTED TO HELP THE PARTIES ACHIEVE A SETTLE- 
MENT AND PRESIDENT CARTER HAS PLEDGED TO SPARE NO EFFORT 
IN SEEKING WAYS TO MOVE THE PEACE PROCESS FORWARD. 

PARTIES CAN COUNT ON OUR ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT, AND WE PLAN 
TO REDOUBLE OUR EFFORTS IN THE PERIOD AHEAD. WE THINK 
THAT AS RESULT OF HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON SADAT UNDERSTAND 
BOTH THESE POINTS BUT BELIEVE IT IMPORTANT TO GET THIS 
ACROSS TO OTHER CONCERNED GOVERNMENTS. 

CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE HABIB 


SECRET 
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